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Mr. Hunt, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, sub- 
mitted the following 


UNIV. OF MICH. 
dAf 1 4959 
AW -LBRARY 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2736) to amend the Code of Law of the District of Columbia 
in respect to the recording, in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds, 
of bills of sale, mortgages, deeds of trust, and conditional sales of 
personal property, and for other purposes, after full consideration 
report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that 
the bill do pass. 

The purpose of the bill is to relieve the Recorder of Deeds of the 
District of Columbia of the obligation of maintaining obsolete records. 
Under present law the Recorder of Deeds is required to preserve all 
records filed with his office, and the storage problem has become acute. 
The bill also requires vendors, mortgagees, trustees, and conditional 
vendors, or their assignees, to execute releases upon satisfaction of the 
debt. The proposed bill would authorize the Recorder of Deeds to 
dispose of chattel mortgages and deeds of trusts after the expiration 
of 7 years from the filing of such instruments; if at that time the debt 
were not satisfied, its life could be extended for an additional 7 years 
by the filing of an affidavit showing the amount still due and payable. 
Under present District of Columbia law, a conditional vendee or 
holder of a chattel mortgage or deed of trust is under no obligation to 
give a release or to cause such release to be recorded. The bill would 
require that such release be delivered and recorded upon demand. 

he bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners, the 
Recorder of Deeds, the Director of Vehicles and Traffic, and the Bureau 
of the Budget. 


REPORT 


{To accompany 8S. 2736] 
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CHANGES IN EXISTING LAWS 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, are 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed in 
black brackets; new matter is printed in italics; existing law in which 
no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


(43 Stat. 11038, ch. 417) 


[Sec. 546] Sec. 546—-A. That no bill of sale, mortgage, or deed of trust to secure 
a debt of any personal chattels whereof the vendor, mortgagor, or donor shall 
remain in possession, shall be valid or effectual to pass the title therein, except as 
between the parties to such instruments and as to other persons having actual 
notice of it, unless the same be executed, acknowledged, and within ten days from 
the date of such acknowledgement filed in the office of the Recorder of Deeds 
and the said filing if such instrument therein as aforesaid as to third persons not 
having notice of it as aforesaid shall be operative only from the time within the 
said ten days when it is delivered to said recorder. 

[And it shall not be necessary for the Recorder of Deeds to spread such instru- 
ments upon the records of his office, but the same shall be indexed in the manner 
as deeds to real estate are indexed, and said instruments shall be kept on file and 
shall be open to inspection by the public, and shall have the same force and legal 
effect as if they were actually recorded in the books of said office. For filing and 
indexing such aforesaid instruments the Recorder of Deeds shall collect $1 each. J 

[Sec. 547] Sec. 546-B. Conpirionat SALes.—No conditional sale of chattels 
in virtue of which the property is delivered to the purchaser, but by the terms of 
which the title is not to pass until the price of said chattels is fully paid, where the 
purchase price exceeds $100, shall be valid as against third persons acquiring 
title to said property from said pfirchaser without notice of the terms of said sale, 
unless the terms of said sale are reduced to writing and signed by the parties 
thereto and acknowledged by the purchaser and filed in the office of the Recorder 
of Deeds of the District of Columbia, and said writing shall be indexed as if the 
purchaser were a mortgagor and the seller a mortgagee of such chattels, and shall 
be operative as to third persons without actual notice of it from the time of being 
filed. [And for filing and indexing such an instrument, the Recorder of Deeds 
shall collect $1. These Acts shall take effect thirty days after approvel.] 

Sec, 546-C. It shall not be necessary for the Recorder of Deeds to spread upon the 
records of his effice the instruments filed pursuant to section 546—A or section 546—B of 
this subchapter, but the same shall be indexed and, except as hereinafter provided, shall 
be kept on file and shall be open to inspection by the public, and shall have the same force 
and legal effect as if they were actually recorded in the books of said office. 

Sec. 546-D. Every instrument filed with the Recorder of Deeds pursuant to sec- 
tion 546-A or section 546—B of this subchapter, and instruments filed with said 
Recorder or presented for recording pursuant to the Act entitled ‘An Act for the 
recording and releasing of liens by entries on certificates of title for motor vehicles 
and trailers, and for other purposes’, approved July 2, 1940 (54 Stat. 786; title 40, 
ch, 7, D. C. Code, 1940), shall be void as against the creditors of the party indebted 
thereon and subsequent purchasers or mortgagees in good faith after the expiration of 
seven years from the filing thereof, unless, within ninety days next preceding the 
expiration of the term of seven years from such filing and each seven-year period 
thereafter, the vendor, mortgagee, trustee, conditional vendor, or donor shall make and 
file an affidavit setting forth the amount then due and unpaid: Provided, That no 
such instrument filed prior to the effective date of this amendatory Act shall be void 
as against such creditors, subsequent purchasers or mortgagees, if such affidavit be 
made and filed within ninety days before the expiration of seven years from the filing 
of such instrument or one year from the effective date of this amendatory Act, which- 
ever is later, and each seven-year period thereafter. The Recorder of Deeds shall 
attach such affidavit after the filing thereof to the instrument to which it relates. The 
Recorder of Deeds may destroy any such instrument which has become void under 
the provisions of this subchapter, together with any affidavit, release, and assignment 
relating thereto: Provided, That such destruction shall not be effected until the expira- 
tion of one year from the effective date of this amendatory Act. 
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Sec. 546-E. When the debt secured by any instrument filed pursuant to section 
546—A or section 546-B of this subchapter has been paid in full, the vendor, mortgagee, 
trustee or conditional vendor or his assignee shall, within twenty days thereafter, (a) 
execute or cause to be executed a release thereof, acknowledged before a notary public, 
and (b) deliver or cause to be delivered such release to the Recorder of Deeds. The 
Recorder (a) shall file the instrument cf release by attaching the same to the instrument 
to which it relates: and (b) shall enter on the released instrument and on the index 
record thereof the word ‘‘released’’, the date of filing of the instrument of release and 
a facsimile of his signature. 

Sec. 546-F. When any instrument filed pursuant to section 546-A or section 
546-B of this subchapter has not beceme void but has, subsequent to the effective date of 
this amendatory Act, been released as provided in section 546~-E of this subchapter, 
the Recorder may, after the expiration of three years from the date of the filing of such 
release, destroy such instrument, the release, and assianments relating thereto. 

Sec. 546-G. Any person intentionally making a false statement with respect to an 
enstru ment filed with the Recorder of Deeds pursuant to section 546—A or section 546-—B 
of thigs_subchapter, or who, after receipt of payment in full of the debt secured by any 
such instrument, shall, for a period of more than twenty days afer written demand 
by the person indebted, neglect or refuse to execute and file wih the Recorder cf Deeds 
a release as provided in section 546—-E of this subchapter, shall, upon conviction, be 
punished by a fine of not more than $500 or be imprisoned for not more than one year, 
or both. Proszecutions for viola‘tons of this subchapte r shall be by the Corpora zon 
Counsel of the District of Columbia or any of his assistants, in the name of the District 
of Columbia. 

(54 Stat. 736, ch. 527) 

Sec. 11. The Recorder, upon receipt of a certificate whereon a lien is marked 
“Satisfied” as set forth in section 10, shall enter on the face of the certificate and 
on each of the cards described in section 6, and on the instrument, if any, filed 
in the Recorder’s office as hereinafter provided, his said record number, or, if no 
such instrument is on file, a brief description sufficient to identify the lien, and in 
either case the word ‘‘released,”’ a facsimile of his signature, and the date. Where 
for any reason a lienholder upon satisfaction of his lien has failed to mark the 
certificate as herein provided and the lienholder cannot be located, or where the 
certificate after being so marked has been lost or destroyed and a duplicate 
certificate issued, the Recorder, upon receipt of evidence satisfactory to him that 
the lien has been satisfied, shall release it upon the certificate or duplicate certifi- 
cate, the aforesaid cards and instrument, if any, as above set forth. Whenever any 
lien has been released as provided in this section for a period of more than three years, 
the Recorder of Deeds may destroy the ins'rument which created such lien and the 
index cards upon which the lien informa‘ion was entered: Provided, That no other 
unsatisfied lien is shown on any such index card, 

(49 Stat. 384, ch. 265, and 33 Stat. 689, ch. 299) 

Sec. 552. The legal fees for the services of the recorder shall be as follows: 

For filing, recording, and indexing, or for making certified copy of any instru- 
ment containing two hundred words or less, $1, and 20 cents for each additional 
hundred words, to be collected at the time of filing, or when the copy is made. 

For each certificate and seal, 50 cents. 

For searching records extending back two years or less next preceding current 
date, 50 cents, and 15 cents for each additional year, to be paid by the party for 
whom the search may be made. 

For recording a plat or survey, 20 cents for each course such survey may 
contain. 

For recording a town plat, 25 cents for each lot such plat may contain. 

For taking any acknowledgment, 50 cents. 

For filing and indexing,a bill of sale of chattels, or a mortgage or deed of trust 
thereof, or a conditional bill of sale of chattels, [or any release or satisfaction of 
any such, -$1.50.] including a release of any such instrument, $2: Provided, That 
for the filing of a release of any such instrument filed prior to the effective date of this 
amendatory Act, the Recorder of Deeds shall collect a fee of 50 cents. 

For filing an affidavit pursuant to section 546-D of this subchapter, $2. 


* * * * * * * 


O 





